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PRESS RELEASE

Friday 8th August 2008

VICI RACING – ROAD AMERICA QUALIFYING REPORT
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin – The #18 VICI Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RSR will start tomorrow’s Generac 500, the seventh round of the 2008 American Le Mans Series, from the fifth row of the GT2 grid after an electrical issue saw the engine cutting out intermittently during this afternoon’s 20 minute qualifying session. However the team is satisfied with the progress made during the last two days here at a hot-and-dry Road America, and with a tough 4-hour race expected tomorrow, we are ready and prepared for the challenge.

Today’s action on track at Road America got underway this morning with an hour-long free practice session open to all the ALMS class in the build up to this afternoon’s final qualifying. After the test session incident yesterday the #18 Porsche 911 GT3 RSR was prepared by the crew last night.

All three drivers in the #18 car arrived here off the back off excellent results last weekend in Europe. Our new recruit, Marc Basseng arrived at Road America this week fresh from having been on the winning team in the G3 class at the prestigious Spa 24 Hours. Nicky Pastorelli was also in race-winning action last weekend: he took back-to-back victory in the Dutch Supercar Challenge double header at Assen; the former F3000 Champion and F1 Test Driver for Jordan and Midland is this year contesting a limited program in his native series in rounds that are non-clashing with the ALMS. Francesco Pastorelli meanwhile was back in single seater formula action.

Nicky kicked off the 60-minute mid-morning practice session on the 4.048-mile all-asphalt Road America permanent course by posting a 2:12.222 and 2:13.425, before after 12 mins running the first red flag was waved. It went green after 22 mins and the 25-year-old Dutchman posted a 2:10.852 after 27 mins, followed by two 2:11-bracket laps and a 2:10.754 (33 mins), which would be the best of the session. After 35 mins Nicky came in to hand over to Francesco for his brother to get his first taste of the circuit. The 21-year-old’s cockpit time was hampered as a red flag was waved after 43 mins, but he was back out with 15 mins remaining. Several acclimatization laps later, after 54 mins, Francesco had a brief moment which saw him brush a tire wall and the team wrapped up the session at that point.

A second hour long practice session took place this afternoon (1:50-2:50 PM) with a following 10 minute break before the 20-minute qualifying session (3:00-3:20 PM). With a number of set-up changes being made Nicky took the car out when the practice session went green, posting a trio of consistent 2:11 bracket laps, before handing over to Marc after 14 mins. After Marc’s incident yesterday when he had only run a handful of laps, it was the perfect opportunity for the German to learn the track and acclimatize himself to the Kumho tires. He kicked off with a 2:12.733, followed by a 2:11.860 and two more 2:12 laps before a scheduled pit visit was made with 30 mins of the session completed. Out on track three minutes later he ran a series of 2:12 and 2:11 laps before pitting on 49 mins. Back out for the final 10 mins an engine cut-out issue saw Marc return to the pits.

With just 10 minutes before qualifying took place, the team was only able to run perfunctory system checks. Nicky was entrusted for qualifying and he ran a 2:10.412 and 2:10.593, but with the issue still prevailing he returned to the pits. With a best lap of 2:10.412 (111.74 mph) the #18 car, to be shared tomorrow by Marc, Nicky and Francesco, will start from 10th place on the grid.

It’s been a busy build up to the Generac 500 for the VICI Racing, with three races spread over four weeks this month, and more so as all the circuits are located considerably north of the team’s Miami, Florida-based workshops. This week ALMS is in rural Wisconsin, and tomorrow’s race will be followed by visits to Mosport (Ontario, Canada) on 24th August and Belle Isle (Detroit) on 30th August. For this trio of northern races the team has set up a temporary hub in Chicago located within the state-of-the-art facilities of LuxuryMotors.com. As the world largest e-commerce automobile retailer, LuxuryMotors.com strives to provide customers with the best selection of new and pre-owned luxury cars through a unique and convenient online buying experience. The week started very early for VICI Racing personnel as a major coordinated logistical effort was called for to ship components of the workshop infrastructure up to Chicago to allow for the seamless operation of the team over the coming weeks.

This week for the first time we are also pleased to have in service the first of our brand new state-of-the art trailer units that have been fitted out to our specific requirements. It’s a demanding inaugural year for the team in ALMS, but each piece of the jigsaw is slotting into place on schedule.

Roland Wall, Technical Director & Chief Engineer, VICI Racing: “We’re in good shape for tomorrow, the team has worked hard over the last couple of days, and we’re where we want to be. We have a good set up for the race and the tires are performing as expected. We have a good aero package and are running optimized levels of downforce. We expect a few incidents on track tomorrow so our strategy will be quite flexible accordingly.”

Jason Myers, Motorsport Development Director, Kumho Tires: “We have been running the same tire compound here as we used at Mid-Ohio, and it seems to be responding well, particularly so with the track temperature being considerably lower here. We’ve been trying to get some laps on the tires but we have been interrupted by a lot of red flags during the practice sessions today and yesterday which have limited running consistent fast laps. It’s a very demanding track, so it will be a good test for the tires. However I’m sure we will be able to run long stints in the race, and we are making further progress.”

Nicky Pastorelli (Holland): “We’ve had a few minor setbacks during the practice sessions and have been somewhat limited in getting clear running by the number of red flags that have disrupted the practice sessions, but we’re in good shape for the race. It’s going to be really tough out there tomorrow so we will need a good strategy and to be especially careful and steer clear of potential trouble. I like this track, some of the corners are very challenging and its demanding on the driver. I have driven it before in ChampCar during testing two years ago but it’s a totally different style to drive a GT2 car here.”

Marc Basseng (Germany): “I’m pleased to have joined VICI Racing and be here this weekend. I have been impressed by the team when I have seen them earlier this year, and it’s great to be working Roland [Technical Director] who I have a lot of respect for, and team owner Ron Meixner, he is very focused on the program, as is everyone and the team has good mechanics. I was disappointed to have the incident yesterday, but I hope we can now focus on the race and turn in a good result. The track is pretty hard; it requires a lot of concentration, but I’m enjoying it, although my knowledge is very limited still. I think if we can keep a good pace tomorrow and stay out of trouble we should have a solid race.”

Francesco Pastorelli (Holland): “I’ve only had a few laps here this morning so it would have been much preferable to have had more time in the cockpit, but every track is new to me this year so I’m getting used to it. It’s a nice track, some fast sections and some that are quite exacting; but I certainly like it. I’m hoping to turn in a solid stint tomorrow, without incident, and help the team to a decent result.”

Tomorrow (Saturday 9th August) kicks off with the late morning Warm-Up session (11:05-11:30PM) before the Generac 500, the 7th round of the 2008 American Le Mans Series goes to green flag at 4:00PM. The 4 hour race is due to see the checkered flag waved at 8:00PM.

About VICI Racing

VICI Racing is a Miami, Florida-and Munich, Germany-based racing team with more than 20 years of experience competing at the topmost levels of international sportscar racing, in both GT and prototype categories, in Europe and the United States. VICI Racing is a wholly owned subsidiary of the VICI Group, which is comprised of technology-led companies. VICI Racing roll call of wins includes GT victory in the Daytona 24 Hours. For more information visit www.viciracing.com
About Hughes Telematics

Hughes Telematics (www.HUGHEStelematics.com) is a leader in developing the next generation of telematics solutions. The company designs, engineers and manages vehicle- and driver-centric solutions to increase vehicle value, ownership experience, convenience, efficiency and safety and security. Headquartered in Atlanta, HUGHES Telematics offers a portfolio of proprietary consumer, manufacturer, fleet and dealer services designed to set industry standards for intelligent vehicle interaction and information exchange.

About Hughes Network Systems

Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HUGHES) is the global leader in providing broadband satellite networks and services for large enterprises, governments, small businesses, and consumers. HughesNet® encompasses all broadband solutions and managed services from Hughes, bridging the best of satellite and terrestrial technologies. Its broadband satellite products are based on global standards approved by the TIA, ETSI and ITU standards organizations, including IPoS/DVB-S2, RSM-A and GMR-1. To date, Hughes has shipped more than 1.5 million systems to customers in over 100 countries. Headquartered outside Washington, D.C., in Germantown, Maryland, USA, Hughes maintains sales and support offices worldwide. Hughes is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hughes Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: HUGH). For additional information, please visit www.hughes.com
About Kumho Tire

Established in 1960, Kumho Tire Co., Inc., of Seoul, South Korea, had 2007 sales of $2.4 billion. Kumho manufactures and distributes a complete line of tires for passenger cars, light trucks and heavy-duty trucks. The company has manufacturing facilities in Korea and China, and operates technical centers in Birmingham, England, and Akron, Ohio.  Founded in 1975 and headquartered in Rancho Cucamonga, CA, Kumho Tire U.S.A is the U.S. distribution arm of Kumho Tire Co.  In addition to its 830,000 square foot headquarters and central distribution facility in Rancho Cucamonga, the company operates four additional distribution facilities in Atlanta, Chicago, Columbus and Dallas. For more information, visit the Kumho Web site at www.kumhotire.com

About Wempe

Established in 1878, Wempe is a family owned company that has been in business for over 125 years. Wempe is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany where Mrs Kim-Eva Wempe took over the reigns from her father, Mr Hellmut Wempe, in 2003. She owns and operates 25 stores worldwide in 6 countries, with global sales of over $300 million. Opened in 1980, the New York Flagship Store – the only Wempe location in the U.S. – is located on Fifth Avenue and 55th Street. The boutique is an elegant European style salon at the base of the Peninsula Hotel. Carrying 18 of the world’s finest watch brands along with its own line of exquisite jewelry, Wempe is known not only for its commitment to quality, but also for exceptional service. For more information visit www.wempe.com
About LuxuryMotors.com

As the world largest e-commerce automobile retailer, LuxuryMotors.com strives to provide customers with the best selection of new and pre-owned luxury cars through a unique and convenient online buying experience. Our website provides the largest selection from our inventory on the market today. A team of car experts constantly searches the web to guarantee the lowest possible price and the best value for our customers. Purchased vehicles can be conveniently delivered to any location worldwide. Our selection of over 2000 luxury cars are being showcased at different locations and can be test driven at your convenience in a customer friendly atmosphere. Financing and Leasing are also available online or at any our retailer locations. For further information please visit www.luxurymotors.com
ENDS

For further information:

Edd Ellison

727.798.1677 (mobile, US)

07973.986.696 (mobile, UK)

edd.ellison@viciracing.com
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