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PRESS RELEASE

Saturday, 23rd August 2008

VICI RACING – GRAND PRIX OF MOSPORT QUALIFYING REPORT
Bowmanville, Ontario - Marc Basseng qualified the #18 VICI Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RSR on the fourth row of the grid at the Mosport International Raceway this afternoon to hand the team its best GT2 starting slot of the year. Marc will share the #18 car in tomorrow’s American Le Mans Series Grand Prix of Mosport with Nicky and Francesco Pastorelli, and the team was satisfied with the progress made in the hot, dry conditions that prevailed today despite a lack of track time and the trio’s unfamiliarity with the classic Canadian circuit.

In fact Nicky, Francesco and Marc had never seen the 2.46-mile, 10-turn course before and all were keen to learn a track that has a reputation of posing a stern test for the driver. The team was fighting against circumstances too, as a number of teams had tested here earlier this week and in fact the #18 missed the promoter-sanctioned test session which took place yesterday, meaning that VICI Racing had just two practice sessions today to prepare for qualifying and work towards a race set-up. While this will be Marc’s second race for the team, it will be the fourth consecutive one for Nicky and Francesco, the pair having joined in May, and they are looking forward to building on a consistent sequence that has seen them finish in the points in each of those races (at Utah, Mid-Ohio and Road America).


Pushing ahead with the ambitious tire development program being run this year in conjunction with VICI Racing, Kumho Tires arrived in Canada earlier this week with several new compounds which would be tested during the course of the event. Kumho come off a good result here last year and everybody is looking forward to making another step forward from the tire improvements that were seen at Mid-Ohio and Road America.


The day started early with the crew applying the final touches to the new white, black and red livery that the #18 car is carrying this weekend, and making final preparations to get onto the track. ALMS is on a roll, and the series is hugely popular in Canada: race fans who have come to spend the weekend here were pouring into the track from first light; in fact the camping grounds have been steadily filling up since the gates opened on Thursday morning.


Today was set to kick off with a one hour long practice session (9:35-10:35 AM) followed by a further hour’s practice in the early afternoon (1:30-2:30 PM). A brief 10 minute break would lead straight into the 20-minute qualifying session (2:40-3:00 PM).


The sun was shining and the heat steadily increasing as the #18 car took to the Mosport International Raceway for the 1-hour free morning free practice. Nicky was in the cockpit to run initial systems checks and acclimatise himself with the track. The former Jordan and Midland Official F1 Test Driver posted a 1:25.437 after 6 minutes, followed by a 1:23.633, 1:23.531 and a 1:22.783 before he pitted on 12 mins as the course went to red flags. Back out after 17 mins he turned in a 1:20.908 (25 mins) followed by a 1:21.860 (27 mins) and 1:20.942 (29 mins) before returning to the pits and handing the Hughes Telematics, Hughes Network Systems, LuxuryMotors.com and Wempe-supported car over to Marc.


The German headed onto the famous track, a former home to the Canadian F1 Grand Prix, which remains virtually unchanged since it opening in 1961. However he only managed an out lap before an Acura prototype lost a wheel and brought out the red flag. The session went green again after 54 mins, but with just 6 mins on the clock remaining Marc ran a 1:24.035 and a 1:22.925 before the session ended. During this session the two drivers completed 18 laps with the quickest time being posted by Nicky, a 1:20.908 (109.413 mph, lap 18).


The build up to the qualifying session saw a post-lunchtime hour’s practice and Marc was strapped into the cockpit as the session went green. He posted a string of consistent 1:20-bracket laps, starting with a 1:20.679 after 8 mins, following this up with a 1:20.698, 1:20.992 and a 1:20.676 before coming in after 16 mins to hand over to Nicky who returned to the track after 19 mins. However just a minute later a waving of the red flags stopped proceedings momentarily, but he was soon into his stride, turning in a 1:22.042 after 27 mins, followed up by a 1:21.652, 1:22.178, 1:21.342 and a 1:21.423 before he pitted after 38 mins to allow his younger brother to get his first taste of this demanding track.


Francesco took the #18 car back out after 40 mins but was only able to complete a single lap (1:27.230) before the reds were waved again after 43 mins. That red soon became the end of the session as it was stopped early due to the track surface breaking up between Corner 4 and 5, a problem that has affected the event’s smooth running so far. The trio of drivers completed a combined total of 22 laps during the second session with the fastest lap being a set by Marc in 1:20.676 (109.73 mph, lap 5).


Marc was handed qualifying duties for the 20 minute session, which was delayed by a quarter of an hour due to nessecary minor track repairs. He left the VICI Racing pit just after 3:00 PM (local time) as the conditions went green and the German’s quick sequence of laps comprised of a 1:23.278, 1:20.166, 1:20.142, 1:19.692 and a 1:19.828. His penultimate flying lap (lap 4 of 7) in 1:19.692 (111.08 mph) was good for 7th position in GT2, and was also the first time that the #18 car had gone sub-1:20 today. After 12 mins the team called him in, with Technical Director Roland wall satisfied with the times and keen to conserve the tires (which have to be used to start the race).


All the drivers arrived at Mosport this week after unusual weeks. Nicky never has a quiet schedule; however last weekend the 25-year-old swapped the steering wheel for the microphone for the first time as he commentated for a TV network during the traditional annual motor sports extravaganza in his native Holland where Formula 1 cars take to the streets of Rotterdam, demonstrating their power front of huge and enthusiastic crowds.


Marc meanwhile arrived fresh from his first weekend off this year, after having no racing commitments. However the 29-year-old German squeezed in a day last week that most people can only dream of: offered the opportunity to test five supercars back-to-back by an owner who wanted the expert opinion of a professional race driver, Marc took to the Nürburgring, lapping the legendary circuit in a Maserati MC12, Koenigsegg CCX, Ferrari Enzo, Porsche Carrera GT and Pagani Zonda C12 S. His endeavours were also recorded for a future television program.


Race day tomorrow (Sunday 24th Aug) will get underway with a 25 minute warm-up session (10:05-10:30 AM) before the Grand Prix of Mosport, round 8 of the 2008 American Le Mans Series gets underway at 3.05 PM (ET). The 2 hr 45 min duration race is scheduled to finish at 5:50 PM (ET).


Roland Wall, Technical Director, VICI Racing: “I’m satisfied with how today has gone. We seem to have a good setup for this track and the drivers are proving competent on their first visit here. Most importantly Kumho look to have made a further step forward for this race. We all seem to be in the right area on the tire construction which is good for us as we become more settled on setting up the car as a result; now Kumho can really turn attention closely to developing compounds. Everything is in good shape for the race so I think we can turn in a decent race. It’s going to be interesting tomorrow, there have been a few incidents already and the track has shown signs of degradation so a good strategy will be called for.”


Jason Myers, Motorsports Development Director, Kumho Tires: “We had a fair day today. We haven’t been able to put as much time onto the tires as we would have liked this week, however I think we will have a good tire for the race. The new generation tire has shown to be an improvement and we expect good results. We have narrowed in on a construction that works with the Porsche, now the task will be to fine tune the compounds. All the drivers have been helpful with feedback and continue to find speed in the tires.”

Nicky Pastorelli (Holland): “I have been looking forward to Mosport; it’s a fast circuit that is great for the driver. Fast and bumpy, it’s just the way I like it. Road America is the only track on the schedule this year that I have driven on before so it’s back to learning another track this week, but all the ALMS tracks seem interesting so it’s a great experience. We made another step forward at Road America, especially with the improved distance in the tires, and although we struggled with them a bit in the practice sessions, it all came together for the race for sure and we were able to run quick, consistent lap times. We had new compounds today to try and they seem to be in the right direction so I hope this bodes well for the race. The lack of track time is disappointing, but we need to take this in our stride and focus on being ready for tomorrow."


Marc Basseng (Germany): “I was pleased to be entrusted with qualifying the car this afternoon, though I don’t think I got the best out of it; however I think the setup is in the right direction and we are ready for the race despite not turning in many laps. It was good to hook up with VICI Racing at Road America; I had been keen to work with the team all year, and now I’m on my second race with the team. It did take me a while to get used to driving on the Kumhos as I have never experienced the RSR on these tires before. However I think I put in a good race pace [at Road America] and I was pleased with the lap times I set during my stint. I hope I can make an active contribution to the tire development program. I’m pleased also to be working with Roland [Wall], he’s one of the best engineers around, and the team has great mechanics who work very hard to get the car prepared. I think we can race well tomorrow.


Francesco Pastorelli (Holland): “There isn’t much to say really, I barely got a lap in during second practice before the session ended early. I hope I can learn the track quickly tomorrow and be up to speed and help the team to grab a good result.”

About VICI Racing

VICI Racing is a Miami, Florida-and Munich, Germany-based racing team with more than 20 years of experience competing at the topmost levels of international sportscar racing, in both GT and prototype categories, in Europe and the United States. VICI Racing is a wholly owned subsidiary of the VICI Group, which is comprised of technology-led companies. VICI Racing roll call of wins includes GT victory in the Daytona 24 Hours. For more information visit www.viciracing.com
About Hughes Telematics

Hughes Telematics (www.HUGHEStelematics.com) is a leader in developing the next generation of telematics solutions. The company designs, engineers and manages vehicle- and driver-centric solutions to increase vehicle value, ownership experience, convenience, efficiency and safety and security. Headquartered in Atlanta, HUGHES Telematics offers a portfolio of proprietary consumer, manufacturer, fleet and dealer services designed to set industry standards for intelligent vehicle interaction and information exchange.

About Hughes Network Systems

Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HUGHES) is the global leader in providing broadband satellite networks and services for large enterprises, governments, small businesses, and consumers. HughesNet® encompasses all broadband solutions and managed services from Hughes, bridging the best of satellite and terrestrial technologies. Its broadband satellite products are based on global standards approved by the TIA, ETSI and ITU standards organizations, including IPoS/DVB-S2, RSM-A and GMR-1. To date, Hughes has shipped more than 1.5 million systems to customers in over 100 countries. Headquartered outside Washington, D.C., in Germantown, Maryland, USA, Hughes maintains sales and support offices worldwide. Hughes is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hughes Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: HUGH). For additional information, please visit www.hughes.com
About Kumho Tire

Established in 1960, Kumho Tire Co., Inc., of Seoul, South Korea, had 2007 sales of $2.4 billion. Kumho manufactures and distributes a complete line of tires for passenger cars, light trucks and heavy-duty trucks. The company has manufacturing facilities in Korea and China, and operates technical centers in Birmingham, England, and Akron, Ohio.  Founded in 1975 and headquartered in Rancho Cucamonga, CA, Kumho Tire U.S.A is the U.S. distribution arm of Kumho Tire Co.  In addition to its 830,000 square foot headquarters and central distribution facility in Rancho Cucamonga, the company operates four additional distribution facilities in Atlanta, Chicago, Columbus and Dallas. For more information, visit the Kumho Web site at www.kumhotire.com

About Wempe

Established in 1878, Wempe is a family owned company that has been in business for over 125 years. Wempe is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany where Mrs Kim-Eva Wempe took over the reigns from her father, Mr Hellmut Wempe, in 2003. She owns and operates 25 stores worldwide in 6 countries, with global sales of over $300 million. Opened in 1980, the New York Flagship Store – the only Wempe location in the U.S. – is located on Fifth Avenue and 55th Street. The boutique is an elegant European style salon at the base of the Peninsula Hotel. Carrying 18 of the world’s finest watch brands along with its own line of exquisite jewelry, Wempe is known not only for its commitment to quality, but also for exceptional service. For more information visit www.wempe.com
About LuxuryMotors.com

As the world largest e-commerce automobile retailer, LuxuryMotors.com strives to provide customers with the best selection of new and pre-owned luxury cars through a unique and convenient online buying experience. Our website provides the largest selection from our inventory on the market today. A team of car experts constantly searches the web to guarantee the lowest possible price and the best value for our customers. Purchased vehicles can be conveniently delivered to any location worldwide. Our selection of over 2000 luxury cars are being showcased at different locations and can be test driven at your convenience in a customer friendly atmosphere. Financing and Leasing are also available online or at any our retailer locations. For further information please visit www.luxurymotors.com
ENDS

For further information:

Edd Ellison

727.798.1677 (mobile, US)

07973.986.696 (mobile, UK)

edd.ellison@viciracing.com

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.png][image: image3.png][image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]KUMHO 7



[image: image6.jpg]