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PRESS RELEASE

Friday, October 3rd, 2008

VICI RACING – PETIT LE MANS QUALIFYING REPORT
Braselton, Georgia - The #18 VICI Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RSR will start the 2008 Petit Le Mans tomorrow morning from the sixth row of the grid after a very solid qualifying session this afternoon when the team’s focus was firmly on final preparations for the challenge of one of the world’s most demanding endurance races. Marc Basseng, who will be joined in the cockpit of the #18 car tomorrow by Nicky and Francesco Pastorelli, was entrusted with qualifying duties this afternoon and his best lap of 1:21.876 (111.681 mph) was enough to give the team a steady springboard into the tough 10-hour/1,000-mile race at Road Atlanta when the green flag is waved at 11:15 AM tomorrow morning.

Today’s (Friday, Oct 3rd) track action here was scheduled to start off with an hour long practice session (9:05-10:05 AM) well before the 25-minute qualifying session, reserved for the GT1 and GT2 entrants, got underway in the mid-afternoon (3:25-3:50 PM).

The air temperature was 55 degrees and the track temperature nudging 60 degrees as the ALMS cars from all four classes took the green flag at 9:14 AM for the start of the slightly delayed morning practice session, which would now be truncated in order to fit into its 10:05 AM finish time. Francesco was the first driver in the cockpit of the #18 car as the youngster bid to learn more about the track. With no further practice sessions before this afternoon’s 25 minute qualifying session the morning runs would be a vital final opportunity for all the teams to finalize their qualifying set-ups.

The morning session would, unfortunately, follow the pattern of yesterday morning’s practice, and be blighted by a rash of waved red flags. In fact with just a minute on the clock the #48 Zytek prototype was involved in an accident and the red flags waved for the first, but not the last time, sending Francesco diving into the pits. At 9:17 AM the 2.54-mile, 12-turn permanent road course went to full green conditions again, and the 21-year-old Dutchman powered the #18 car back onto the track. At 9.22 AM the course went to red flag again, going back to green four minutes later. Barely had Francesco rejoined the track and at 9:29 AM the #15 P2 Acura went off into the gravel at Turn 10A and the red flags fluttered once more. At 9:32 AM the circuit returned to green, and finally Francesco managed to turn in back-to-back flying laps; both were impressive, especially so as Francesco hasn’t been here before this week: a 1:25.059 (22 mins) and a 1:23:770, squeezed in before the reds came out again at 9:38 AM as several cars got mixed up in an incident. Francesco pitted and handed over to brother Nicky, and almost 10 minutes passed by before the stricken cars were cleared from the track and the Dutch former F1 test driver took the red, white and black car back onto the track. At 9:51 AM the track went to green again and that was to be the last caution period. Nicky got some steady laps in as the team checked it set-up ahead of this afternoon’s qualifying run. The 25-year-old Dutchman posted a 1:24.168 (41 mins), 1:23.164 (42), 1:23.510 (44), 1:24.604 (45), 1:23.158 (46), 1:23.262 (48), 1:23.555 (49) and finally 1:25.520 (51) as the session drew to a close. Nicky’s lap of 1:23.158 (109.959 mph), set on lap 11 of the 15 that the #18 car ran, was the best that the two brothers posted during the session.

Marc Basseng was handed the job of qualifying the #18 car during the 25-minute session which got underway on time at 3:25 PM. His first flying lap after 4 mins was a 1:29.234, and the experienced German followed this up with a 1:24.593 (5), 1:22.001 (6) and a 1:22.052 before he dived into the pits after 9 mins. A quick splash of fuel later and Marc was back out after 11 mins, turning in a 1:21.876 (14), 1:22.360 (15) and finally a 1:22.115 (17) before coming in on 18 mins to conclude our participation in the session. His best lap of 1:21.876 (111.681 mph) on the seventh of ten laps was good enough for 12th position in GT2 and a solid platform for the team to build upon.

Race day tomorrow (Saturday Oct 4th) will get underway away bright and early with a 25-minute warm up session (8:15-8:40 AM) before the 10 hour or 1,000 mile (whichever comes first) Petit Le Mans, the 11th round of the 2008 American Le Mans Series goes to green flag conditions at 11:15 AM. SPEED TV will televise the entire race live, and the radio broadcast can be heard online at www.americanlemans.com.

Roland Wall, Technical Director VICI Racing: “I’m reasonably happy with where we are now. We can focus on the race and I think we have a good set-up. I’m pleased that we have no bumps on the car, no alien paint, and after some of our recent races it’s good that we can look to routine preparations. I’m happy with efforts of the team this week, the crew have pulled very hard, and the drivers all look quick and comfortable on this circuit. Let’s hope that we can demonstrate our full potential tomorrow and have a fast, safe race.”

Jason Myers, Motorsports Development Director, Kumho Tires: “I can’t wait for the race to get underway tomorrow, I think we are ready to go. The tires have performed well this week, although we have had less track time than we expected. The tires were good in the night practice where we got more running done and we were able to settle on a race compound yesterday as the direction we needed to go was very clear. Roland has got a good set-up in place, the drivers all seem to be quick on the track, so I think we are in a good position.”

Marc Basseng (Germany): “We’ve got a pretty good car here, the car and the tires seem to suit this track. I would have liked to be a bit faster in qualifying and I don’t think we fully unlocked the potential we had, but the focus was on getting a good setup for the race and I think we have this now. The RSR handles well here and Roland [Wall] has got a decent setup, it’s quite stable and it’s grippy out there. My team mates are both quick and I’m looking forward to the race, it’s going to be tough out there so we have to be fast but we need to be careful. The biggest problem with this being a shorter circuit will be the speed the prototypes close at, it’s hard to judge the closing distance, and this will be bigger as it goes dark, as we saw in night practice yesterday.”

Francesco Pastorelli (Netherlands): “I’m excited to be here and I can’t wait for the race to start tomorrow. To be racing at Petit Le Mans is great; the whole year in ALMS has been a good experience. This is one of the biggest sports car races in the world; it’s an honour to be on the grid. Once again here I’ve been unlucky with red flags today and yesterday, it seems to be the story of my year, but I like this track a lot. It’s quick, it’s fun for the driver and reasonably easy to learn, it’s mostly a case of a couple of laps to learn where the blind crests go. As usual it’s great to be racing with my brother, we are very similar and his experience helps me; Marc too is quick and knows the RSR very well, so we have a strong combination. I now hope to help the team towards a decent result.”

Meanwhile, earlier today, the ALMS announced the schedule for 2009 and reported excellent grown over the last year, continuing the upward spiral of this series. "We have a story to tell and results to report that no other motorsports series can match," said Scott Atherton the CEO of ALMS at a press conference today. "The American Le Mans Series is better positioned than any other race series in the world for the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century," proclaimed Atherton. "We have and will continue to demonstrate a motorsport marketing platform that is worthy of investment by manufacturers, teams and corporate partners who want to tell a meaningful, relevant and emotionally compelling story." VICI Racing believes that ALMS is the perfect, highly professional showcase, and our first year in the series has confirmed our expectations.

2009 ALMS Calendar

January 26-28, AMERICAN LE MANS SERIES WINTER TEST, Sebring, Fla.
March 21, SEBRING INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY, Sebring, Fla. (SPEED)

April 4, ST. PETERSBURG, St. Petersburg, Fla. (ABC)

April 18, LONG BEACH, Long Beach, Calif. (ABC)

May 17, MILLER MOTORSPORTS PARK, Tooele, Utah (SPEED)

July 18, LIME ROCK PARK, Lakeville, Ct. (SPEED)

August 8, MID-OHIO SPORTS CAR COURSE, Lexington, Ohio (NBC Sports)

August 16, ROAD AMERICA, Elkhart Lake, Wis. (SPEED)

August 30, MOSPORT INTERNATIONAL RACEWAY, Bowmanville, Ontario, Canada (SPEED)

September 5, DETROIT, Belle Isle, Mich., (NBC Sports)

September 26, ROAD ATLANTA, Braselton, Ga. (SPEED)

October 10, MAZDA RACEWAY LAGUNA SECA, Monterey, Calif. (SPEED)
ENDS



About VICI Racing
VICI Racing is a Miami, Florida-and Munich, Germany-based racing team with more than 20 years of experience competing at the topmost levels of international sportscar racing, in both GT and prototype categories, in Europe and the United States. VICI Racing is a wholly owned subsidiary of the VICI Group, which is comprised of technology-led companies. VICI Racing roll call of wins includes GT victory in the Daytona 24 Hours. For more information visit www.viciracing.com
About Hughes Telematics

Hughes Telematics (www.HUGHEStelematics.com) is a leader in developing the next generation of telematics solutions. The company designs, engineers and manages vehicle- and driver-centric solutions to increase vehicle value, ownership experience, convenience, efficiency and safety and security. Headquartered in Atlanta, HUGHES Telematics offers a portfolio of proprietary consumer, manufacturer, fleet and dealer services designed to set industry standards for intelligent vehicle interaction and information exchange.

About Hughes Network Systems

Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HUGHES) is the global leader in providing broadband satellite networks and services for large enterprises, governments, small businesses, and consumers. HughesNet® encompasses all broadband solutions and managed services from Hughes, bridging the best of satellite and terrestrial technologies. Its broadband satellite products are based on global standards approved by the TIA, ETSI and ITU standards organizations, including IPoS/DVB-S2, RSM-A and GMR-1. To date, Hughes has shipped more than 1.5 million systems to customers in over 100 countries. Headquartered outside Washington, D.C., in Germantown, Maryland, USA, Hughes maintains sales and support offices worldwide. Hughes is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hughes Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: HUGH). For additional information, please visit www.hughes.com
About Kumho Tire

Established in 1960, Kumho Tire Co., Inc., of Seoul, South Korea, had 2007 sales of $2.4 billion. Kumho manufactures and distributes a complete line of tires for passenger cars, light trucks and heavy-duty trucks. The company has manufacturing facilities in Korea and China, and operates technical centers in Birmingham, England, and Akron, Ohio.  Founded in 1975 and headquartered in Rancho Cucamonga, CA, Kumho Tire U.S.A is the U.S. distribution arm of Kumho Tire Co.  In addition to its 830,000 square foot headquarters and central distribution facility in Rancho Cucamonga, the company operates four additional distribution facilities in Atlanta, Chicago, Columbus and Dallas. For more information, visit the Kumho Web site at www.kumhotire.com

About Wempe

Established in 1878, Wempe is a family owned company that has been in business for over 125 years. Wempe is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany where Mrs Kim-Eva Wempe took over the reigns from her father, Mr Hellmut Wempe, in 2003. She owns and operates 25 stores worldwide in 6 countries, with global sales of over $300 million. Opened in 1980, the New York Flagship Store – the only Wempe location in the U.S. – is located on Fifth Avenue and 55th Street. The boutique is an elegant European style salon at the base of the Peninsula Hotel. Carrying 18 of the world’s finest watch brands along with its own line of exquisite jewelry, Wempe is known not only for its commitment to quality, but also for exceptional service. For more information visit www.wempe.com
For further information:

Edd Ellison

727.798.1677 (mobile, US)

07973.986.696 (mobile, UK)

edd.ellison@viciracing.com
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