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PRESS RELEASE

Friday October 17th, 2008

VICI RACING – MONTEREY SPORTS CAR CHAMPIONSHIPS, QUALIFYING
Monterey, Calif. - Following a huge push by the team over the week-and-a-half since Petit Le Mans, the #18 VICI Racing Porsche 911 GT3 RSR this afternoon safely qualified for tomorrow’s four-hour Monterey Sports car Championships at a hot and dry Laguna Seca. With a new car having to be built from the ground up, along with the factor of a new tire supply from Dunlop, all three drivers having never been here before, and a cross-nation journey for the truck, the team has to be very satisfied to be safely in the race and to have shown their fastest turn of pace all year, just 2 seconds off the pole winner, thanks to a best qualifying lap of 1:24.111 (95.79 mph) set by Nicky Pastorelli. Tomorrow the Dutchman will be joined in the cockpit of the #18 car by his brother Francesco and German Marc Basseng for the final round of the 2008 American Le Mans Series here.


The action on track at the Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca today (Friday 17th October) was set to kick off with an hour long practice session (10:05 – 11:05 AM) open to all classes, before another hour on track, again open to all the classes (1:55 – 2:55 PM) would lead into the 20 minute qualifying session (3:05 – 3:25 PM) reserved for the GT1/GT2 cars.


The morning warm up, which would be blighted by incessant red flags, saw Marc first into the cockpit of the #18 car, the experienced sports car driver blasting out of the pits in the red, white and grey Porsche as the lights went green bang on time at 10:05 AM; however this would be followed immediately by waved reds as the #2 P1 Audi and the #7 P2 Porsche tangled with each other within seconds. The track went green again at 10:13 AM and Marc was able to squeeze in one flying lap in 1:26.626, which temporarily put the German at the top of the timesheets, before the #10 P1 Radical stopped out on the course smoking heavily and causing the red flags to come out again at 10:17 AM. Once the course went green again at 10:31 PM, Marc rattled off a 1:26.058 (30 mins), 1:26.224 (31) and a 1:26.042 (33) before more reds fluttered at 10:38 AM when the #21 GT2 Panoz ended up stuck in the tire wall at turn 11.


This gave the team the opportunity to bring Marc into the pits and Nicky to take over at the wheel. He headed back onto the track as it went green again, but without time to even post a flying lap as the #61 GT2 Ferrari went into the gravel at turn 7 bringing out the reds again. At 10:54 AM, with 10 minutes of the session remaining the course went green again and the Dutch star posted a 1:33.048 (51), 1:26.255 (52) and a 1:28.581 (54) before yet another red flag curtailed the session five minutes early. The fastest lap of the session to be posted by the #18 car was set by Marc, a 1:26.042 (93.638 mph) on lap 8 of the 14 that the car ran.


The temperatures rose steadily though lunchtime and the early afternoon, and by the time Francesco took to the cockpit of the #18 car at 1:55 PM for the start of the hour long practice session it was hot and dry under the clear blue California skies. The 21-year-old quickly got down to his first decent running at this track as his previous practice sessions yesterday were overshadowed by red flag interruptions. He swiftly kicked off with a 1:28.873 (6), 1:28.340 (8), 1:28.249 (11), 1:26.780 (12), 1:27.419 (14), 1:27.514 (15), 1:27.704 (17), 1:27.034 (19) and a 1:28.198 (21) before pitting to hand over to Nicky with a third of the session completed.


Nicky turned in a 1:25.956 (28), 1:25.301 (29) and a 1:25.170 (31) before the first red flag of the session was waved after 31 minutes as the #2 P1 Audi and #88 P2 Creation went off track at turn 6. Back out of the pits as the track returned to green conditions five minutes later, Nicky wrapped up his participation with a 1:26.206 (40) and 1:26.355 (42) before handing over to Marc. The German returned to the track with just a quarter of an hour remaining and ran a 1:25.550 (49), 1:25.536 (51), 1:31.003 (53), 1:25.323 (54), 1:27.087 (56), 1:25.884 (57) and a 1:25.527 (59) before the chequered flag was waved.


The 20-minute qualifying session would see Nicky in the cockpit, and the former European F3000 Champion posted five consistent flying laps (1:24.712, 1:24.574, 1:24.111, 1:24.183 and 1:24.326) in the #18 car, with the third of these, in 1:24.011 (95.79 mph), enough to put the car onto the fifth row of the GT2 class grid in 9th place. 


The team now looks forward to tomorrow. Race day (Saturday 18th October) sees the race warm up session (9:55 – 10:20 AM) before the Monterey Sports Car Championships, the final round of the 2008 American Le Mans Series gets underway. The four-hour race into darkness is scheduled to start at 2:45 PM with the checkered flag scheduled to be waved at 6:45 PM. NBC Sports will air the race from 2:00 to 4:00 PM on Sunday, October 19. XM Satellite Radio will air the race from 4:00 to 8:00 PM (ET) on the same day. American Le Mans Radio will have live coverage on americanlemans.com, which also will feature Live Timing & Scoring.


Roland Wall, Technical Director VICI Racing: “We are ready for the race, I wasn’t sure that I would be able to say that after Petit [Le Mans], but this team has shown it’s professionalism and a real tough streak so I’m proud of the crew, they have worked wonders, and lots of long hours. It’s been a new situation for us with the Dunlop tires this week and without any time to test we have started from a zero base. But I’m happy with the tires’ performance, we have learnt a lot quickly, and I think we can rely on their durability tomorrow. We have a good set up for the race, the Porsche goes well at Laguna [Seca] and all the drivers have done well in quickly getting used to a new track, so let’s look forward and hope that we can end the season on a nice note with a good result.”


Nicky Pastorelli (Netherlands): “I’m reasonably pleased with my qualifying lap though my best lap was slightly compromised by a car in front that got into the dirt so I think in ideal situation we could have got a few more tenths out of it for sure. However we are in good shape for the race, the RSR feels good round here and the tires are an improvement, they give me much more confidence. The track is nice; it’s quite easy to learn for sure. It you keep to the line it’s quite smooth and fast but if you get off line then you get into a lot of dirt. We can look forward to the race tomorrow as we have a good car round here and hopefully get a good result.”

ENDS

About VICI Racing

VICI Racing is a Miami, Florida-and Munich, Germany-based racing team with more than 20 years of experience competing at the topmost levels of international sportscar racing, in both GT and prototype categories, in Europe and the United States. VICI Racing is a wholly owned subsidiary of the VICI Group, which is comprised of technology-led companies. VICI Racing roll call of wins includes GT victory in the Daytona 24 Hours. For more information visit www.viciracing.com
About Hughes Telematics

Hughes Telematics (www.HUGHEStelematics.com) is a leader in developing the next generation of telematics solutions. The company designs, engineers and manages vehicle- and driver-centric solutions to increase vehicle value, ownership experience, convenience, efficiency and safety and security. Headquartered in Atlanta, HUGHES Telematics offers a portfolio of proprietary consumer, manufacturer, fleet and dealer services designed to set industry standards for intelligent vehicle interaction and information exchange.

About Hughes Network Systems

Hughes Network Systems, LLC (HUGHES) is the global leader in providing broadband satellite networks and services for large enterprises, governments, small businesses, and consumers. HughesNet® encompasses all broadband solutions and managed services from Hughes, bridging the best of satellite and terrestrial technologies. Its broadband satellite products are based on global standards approved by the TIA, ETSI and ITU standards organizations, including IPoS/DVB-S2, RSM-A and GMR-1. To date, Hughes has shipped more than 1.5 million systems to customers in over 100 countries. Headquartered outside Washington, D.C., in Germantown, Maryland, USA, Hughes maintains sales and support offices worldwide. Hughes is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hughes Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: HUGH). For additional information, please visit www.hughes.com

About Wempe

Established in 1878, Wempe is a family owned company that has been in business for over 125 years. Wempe is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany where Mrs Kim-Eva Wempe took over the reigns from her father, Mr Hellmut Wempe, in 2003. She owns and operates 25 stores worldwide in 6 countries, with global sales of over $300 million. Opened in 1980, the New York Flagship Store – the only Wempe location in the U.S. – is located on Fifth Avenue and 55th Street. The boutique is an elegant European style salon at the base of the Peninsula Hotel. Carrying 18 of the world’s finest watch brands along with its own line of exquisite jewelry, Wempe is known not only for its commitment to quality, but also for exceptional service. For more information visit www.wempe.com
About LuxuryMotors.com

As the world largest e-commerce automobile retailer, LuxuryMotors.com strives to provide customers with the best selection of new and pre-owned luxury cars through a unique and convenient online buying experience. Our website provides the largest selection from our inventory on the market today. A team of car experts constantly searches the web to guarantee the lowest possible price and the best value for our customers. Purchased vehicles can be conveniently delivered to any location worldwide. Our selection of over 2000 luxury cars are being showcased at different locations and can be test driven at your convenience in a customer friendly atmosphere. Financing and Leasing are also available online or at any our retailer locations. For further information please visit www.luxurymotors.com
For further information:

Edd Ellison

727.798.1677 (mobile, US)

07973.986.696 (mobile, UK)

edd.ellison@viciracing.com
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