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PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday April 15th, 2009

T-MOBILE AND VICI RACING™ READY FOR CHALLENGE ON STREETS OF LONG BEACH
A new chapter for T-Mobile USA and VICI Racing™ in the American Le Mans series opens tomorrow at one of the world’s most famous race circuits, the tough temporary street course round Long Beach in Southern California, a concrete-lined amphitheatre where the greats of motor racing have lined up annually to do battle for more than a third of a century.

Long Beach signifies the start of the T-Mobile® and VICI Racing™ track programme in 2009 and the dawn of an exciting new partnership that will mount a bold challenge for honours in the American Le Mans Series (ALMS). It will be the team’s second appearance on the streets of Long Beach as last year a very solid points paying result followed a trouble free run to the checkered on a circuit that is often referred to as the North American equivalent of the famous Monte Carlo Grand Prix.

VICI Racing™ is a long time established German/US racing team which is setting out this week on its second year in the prestigious series. T-Mobile USA is a leading innovator and provider of mobile communications. At the end of 2008, T-Mobile USA served more than 32.8 million customers. T-Mobile USA is the U.S. operation of Deutsche Telekom AG’s Mobile Communications Business, and a wholly owned subsidiary of T-Mobile International, one of the world’s leading companies in mobile communications. T-Mobile is a federally registered trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG.
VICI Racing™ will enter the #18 Porsche 911 GT3 RSR in the 90-minute race on the demanding 1.968 mile Long Beach temporary road course, and everyone in the new partnership is looking forward to the tough challenge posed by this legendary temporary circuit. VICI Racing™ is also pleased to announce that Richard Westbrook and Johannes Stuck from its driver roster will pilot the #18 car this week. For Richard and Johannes this will be their first race with VICI Racing™ although both drivers took part in the team’s winter testing programme. Richard is a proven race winner with numerous championships under his belt with the Porsche brand, including in the Porsche Carrera Cup and Porsche Supercup. Last year he was the only driver to claim wins in the ALMS, FIA GT Championship and Le Mans Series. The team is delighted to sign him for this year and pairing him up with Johannes Stuck, the son of legendary sports car racer Hans-Joachim Stuck, and a youngster who is quickly following in the family footsteps and plying his craft as a racing driver having already proved himself very fast and smooth at the wheel of the Porsche 911 GT3 RSR in Europe. Both drivers will take to the Long Beach track for the first time in their careers tomorrow afternoon.”
The Long Beach road course traces its roots back to its first Formula 1 Grand Prix in 1977. Many reputations have been made and broken on its demanding course. In 1984 Long Beach switched to hosting the ChampCar series. Then last year, the American Le Mans Series arrived in town, the stunning sports cars taking Southern California by storm. The ALMS’ stars and cars now return for the third straight year in one of the most anticipated races of the season this Saturday. This will be the 35th consecutive year of racing on the track.

The American Le Mans Series Race at Long Beach gets underway tomorrow (Thursday April 16) with two afternoon promoter test sessions adding up to 1 hour and 45 minutes of track time (3:00 to 4:00 PM followed by 5:00 to 5:45 AM PT). The next day (Friday April 17) starts with an hour’s free practice (9:00 to 9:45 AM PT) before the 25 minute afternoon qualifying session (4:00 to 4:24 PM PT) decides the grid. Race day (Saturday April 18) kicks off early with a short warm-up session (7:30 to 7:45 AM PT) before the American Le Mans Series at Long Beach Race, round 3 of the 2009 series, goes to green flag at 4:15 PM PT. The checkered flag is scheduled to be waved on the 1 hour and 30 minute race at 5:45 PM PT. The race will be televised from 12:30 to 2:30 PM ET on Sunday, April 19 on ABC. American Le Mans Radio and Live Timing and Scoring will be available at americanlemans.com. The race also will be aired on XM Channel 242 and Sirius Channel 126 from 7:00 to 9:00 PM ET on Saturday. The race also will mark the next round for the MICHELIN® Green X® Challenge.

Ron C Meixner, President VICI Racing™: “Long Beach sees the start of our programme for this year and the first race that we will be entering with our new partner T-Mobile®. It’s a very exciting time for everyone as we have really got the building blocks in place to challenge for success, we have a strong partner in T-Mobile® that shares all our values in the relentless pursuit of success and is accustomed to winning. This partnership has come together at an amazing speed and every issue deal has been ticked off swiftly, thanks to the drive and commitment of all sides, and so I know that we can look forward to a promising future together. Long Beach has come around very quickly so we have a lot of work to do here this week but everyone is highly motivated and focused and we will look to turn in a professional performance, and go on and deliver the results that this team is capable of.”
Roland Wall, Technical Director VICI Racing™: “We’re all looking forward to Long Beach and I think we are ready to build on last year’s performance and are quickly getting all the ingredients in place to stake our place so we have to knuckle down and work hard to turn the mix into a winning one. I’m pleased to have Richard [Westbrook] and Johannes [Stuck] in the car for the weekend; they are both young, hungry for success and have a lot of experience with the RSR, and I am sure they will learn the track very quickly. I have worked with them both and I’m pleased we can pair them up here. They should be an excellent combination. I like Long Beach, I like tight tracks with changing surfaces because it is a good challenge for the engineer, they require a smooth car that generates loads of mechanic grip which is pretty difficult to find, so we have to work carefully to get the right setup.”

Richard Westbrook (England) #18: “I’m pleased that I will be driving for VICI Racing at Long Beach, I would like to thank Ron [Meixner] for the opportunity to drive for the team this year and I have seen a lot of positives in the team during our pre-season programme so I am sure we have the right guys to challenge in a tough class; everyone is very motivated. Our programme is getting going a bit late so we have to work very hard and chase good results and I am sure we can have a very good season. I am happy to be driving with Joe [Stuck] I know him well from racing Porsches I am sure we will form an effective partnership in Long Beach. I am also looking forward to Long Beach, it will be my first time there and it has a great reputation and history so it will be good to get onto this track. I have plenty of experience on tight street circuits, like Monaco and Bucharest, I like the challenge and the focus that they pose, so I’m sure I can learn the track quickly. It looked interesting when I drove round it this morning to get a first look at the layout, there are lots of different surfaces for sure, and I know Roland [Wall] will set up a great car for us.”

Johannes Stuck (Austria) #18: “I’m excited to be driving for VICI Racing at Long Beach. This is the start of something really new in my career, racing in the United States, and something I have been looking forward to for a long time. Long Beach is one of the most famous circuits in the world and its also special for me as my Dad [Hans-Joachim Stuck] raced here in his F1 days and also raced in the first ever F1 Long Beach Grand Prix [in 1976] so it will be great for me that he will be on the pitwall this weekend to support me and the team. I have been to several US tracks with my Dad over the years and I tested for VICI Racing at Sebring in December, but this will be my first time racing in the US so it’s a great opportunity for me and I’m grateful that Ron [Meixner] and Roland [Wall] have shown faith in me to give me this drive and I really look forward to repaying them. I’m pleased to be racing with Richard, he’s very quick and proven, I have raced against him lots of times but it will be the first time we are team mates, so I think I will learn from him also. We have a great team, the Michelin tires will be really good on this track I think, so I think a really good year is in prospect.”

ENDS

About T-Mobile USA, Inc.


Based in Bellevue, Wash., T-Mobile USA, Inc. is the U.S. operation of Deutsche Telekom AG’s Mobile Communications Business, and a wholly owned subsidiary of T-Mobile International, one of the world’s leading companies in mobile communications. By the end of 2008, 128 million mobile customers were served by the mobile communication segments of the Deutsche Telekom group—32.8 million by T-Mobile USA—all via a common technology platform based on GSM, the world’s most widely used digital wireless standard. T-Mobile’s innovative wireless products and services help empower people to connect to those who matter most. Multiple independent research studies continue to rank T-Mobile among the highest in numerous regions throughout the U.S. in wireless customer care and call quality. For more information, please visit http://www.T-Mobile.com. T-Mobile is a federally registered trademark of Deutsche Telekom AG.

About VICI Racing™
VICI Racing™ is a Miami, Florida-and Munich, Germany-based racing team with more than 20 years of experience competing at the topmost levels of international sports car racing, in both GT and prototype categories, in Europe and the United States. VICI Racing™ is a wholly owned subsidiary of the VICI Group, which is comprised of technology-led companies. VICI Racing roll call of wins includes GT victory in the Daytona 24 Hours. In 2009 VICI Racing™ is competing in the American Le Mans Series in conjunction with partner T-Mobile USA. VICI Racing™ is a registered trademark of the VICI Group. For more information visit www.viciracing.com
ENDS
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DRIVER BIOS

Richard Westbrook (England) #18

Richard Westbrook is a highly successful a top-level international sports car racer with multiple titles to his name in the Porsche Carrera Cup and Supercup, as well as having claimed race wins in the FIA GT Championship and American Le Mans Series on his debuts in both series last year. His early career though was fought out in single seaters, and a young Westbrook first grabbed everyone’s attention when he wound up as runner up in the Formula Vauxhall Lotus Winter Series in 1993, before graduating to the Formula Opel Euroseries the next year. He won races that year, and again in the single-seater series in 1995. The next year he stepped up to F3 and took in part-campaigns in Germany and Austria, resulting in wins in both. In 1999 he was back in the frame in the Vauxhall Lotus Winter Series, winning again on his way to the runner-up slot. Then came a switch of focus to sports cars, and in 2002 Richard turned his attention to the Porsche Carrera Cup Great Britain. In 2003 he claimed the runner up spot after a part campaign that netted him no less than nine wins. However he went one better in 2004 and in doing so claimed his first important title (with seven wins). He was runner up again in 2005 after a partial season, but set a record for wins (13) and pole positions (9) that remains unchallenged today. Having contested a handful of Porsche Supercup races in 2002, he returned to the this tough international arena in 2005 in selected events that didn’t clash with his UK programme and immediately posted his intent by winning the season opener in Bahrain. However 2006 turned out to be an even better year and he finished on the podium in every Supercup race (and claimed four wins), wrapping the title up with two races to spare against a plethora of world-class opposition, including VICI Racing regular, Uwe Alzen. That year Westbrook, who was born in Chelmsford, Essex and now lives in London, squeezed in four outings in the Porsche Carrera Cup Great Britain, and winning three of them. The next year he was in victorious form again, climbing onto the top step of the podium several times on his way to a second consecutive Supercup title. A first visit to the US saw him immediately carting his dazzling reputation across the Atlantic after he netted GT class pole position in the Daytona 24 Hours. He also finished second in the Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland, with five wins. Last year the Porsche factory driver stepped up another gear as he raced in the FIA GT Championship, winning races and finishing regularly on the podium, as well as fighting for honours in the Le Mans Series. He also turned his attention stateside again and on his ALMS debut (at Lime Rock) he finished second, while his three appearances in the series culminated in a win at Road America. Completing a busy year at the top-level on both sides of the Atlantic he came an impressive second in the Daytona 24 Hours.

Johannes Stuck (Germany) #18

Johannes “Joe” Stuck is a leading light in the new generation of fast, upcoming sports car drivers that are moving up the established ranks rapidly; but the 22-year-old is also the latest generation of one of the most famous of all racing families – he has a surname that is instantly recognisable to any racing fan and his father is one of the most successful sports car drivers ever, as was his father before him. Sporting excellence runs deep in Stuck family genetics and as a youngster Johannes marked himself out as a star of the future in both football and skiing. However, despite achieving much success and collecting medals, the lure of the high speed tarmac challenge courses through the Stuck blood and it was inevitable that the lure of the race track would take hold. He kicked off his racing career in 2003 in the ADAC VW Lupo Cup and in his rookie season he finished 8th overall in the championship, an impressive debut performance. Another generation of Stuck had arrived and was making itself known. The next year the podium beckoned for Joe in the ADAC VW Lupo Cup, before in 2005 he moved onto the Mini Challenge, finishing fifth in the championship and then third in the Mini World Finals. In 2006 Joe’s career really stepped up a gear: he was a class winner in the 24 Hours of Dubai and in the 24 Hours of the Nürburgring (both at the wheel of a BMW 120d) and took two wins in the VLN [Langstrecken Meisterschaft Nürburgring] having quickly proved himself highly adept at mastering the legendary Nürburgring. In between these victories he took several podiums (including wins) in the Mini Challenge. The next year he was a class winner again in the 24 Hours of the Nürburgring as well as overall victory in the Silverstone 24 Hours (both with the BMW Z4 Coupe), while he also claimed four class wins in the VLN, stepped up to GT2 in the LMES, and ranged as far Japan to turn in an excellent performance in the Tokachi 24 Hours. Last year Joe contested a full year in the VLN stepping up to the top class to drive a Land Motorsport Porsche 997 RSR.
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